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From our Interim Minister ... 

“The best laid schemes o' mice an' men 
Gang aft a-gley,  
An' lea'e us nought but grief an' pain, 
For promised joy.”  
(from To a Mouse) 
 

Hesitant as I am to disagree with Burns, not every change of plans or 
schemes result in grief and pain and may even result in an unexpected 
joy. 
 
I have recently returned from the USA where my daughter was getting 
married. Plans were in place for a marriage in Wilmington, North 
Carolina, with a blessing the following day at a Beach House on Carolina 
Beach.  A beautiful setting.  However, Hurricane Dorian had other ideas 
and Carolina Beach inhabitants were evacuated including my daughter 
and her fiancé.  So, as we flew across the Atlantic family and friends 
were busily reorganising proceedings from the coast to a venue 
200 miles inland at the old family home in Virginia.  People rallied to 
organise food, a large awning, chairs, lights, drinks, booking hotels and 
finding beds and floors where people might sleep.  My son had to get a 
bus from New York to Washington and then a four-hour ride in a car, 
while others drove 6 hours to be present, and a cake, wine and outfits 
were packed into a hatchback for a five-hour journey from the East 
Coast.  By the time we arrived our anxiety was a little raised wondering 
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if any ceremony was going to take place at all.  But take place it did. 
In the sunshine on a Blueberry Farm, and in view of the Blue Ridge 
Mountains a celebration of love took place and those who rerouted 
and rescheduled timings all discovered a time of joy and fun.  It did not 
result in Burn’s prediction of grief and pain but in an occasion  which 
could seem hardly to have been bettered in any other setting. 
 
In life and in church at times we might wonder what happened to all 
our best laid schemes.  Of course, there can be disappointment or a 
sense of loss or even anger, but to find the will and imagination to 
adapt, become involved, and help out, ‘departed joys’ can be replaced 
with new and unanticipated delights.  The storms besetting the national 
and local church are illustrative of that, but all around the land, in 
parishes, presbyteries and Scotland wide, people are rallying to the call 
to rearrange our life together.  Some plans will be lost along the way 
but new ideas are emerging, and although we may not be able to avoid 
some ‘grief and pain’ the joy that is promised can still be discovered 
though perhaps not where we expected or how we planned it to be.  
We all need to desire to make it happen even if that new thing is not 
what we originally had in mind. 
 
Burns songs were sung at the celebration while I got to wear my new 
tartan trews, and even if I return home to leave my daughter across the 
Atlantic, her discovered joy is enough to gently tend my parental 
melancholy as a new future is faced. 
 
“Dear brothers and sisters, when troubles of any kind come your way, 
consider it an opportunity for great joy.” James 1.2 

(Continued from page 1) 

Harvest  Offering … 

The Harvest  offering totalled £460.  This is being split equally between 

the Malawi midwife appeal and Christian Aid. 
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Christian Aid Harvest News … 
 

Harvest 2018 featured an EU funded "Breaking the Barriers" programme which 
quadrupled each donation given at Harvest services - our £374 was transformed 
to £1870 as a result. Nationally the £1 million raised was then used to improve 
the social status of rural women in four countries: Ethiopia, Malawi, Burkina Faso 
and Honduras. The "one-off" programme has been a great success. This is well 
illustrated in Ethiopia where CA's local partner Women Support Association set up 
over 100 women-led sustainable energy enterprises in the district of South Omo. 
 

Traditionally, women in these rural villages produced cook-stoves that were 
extremely smoky and used a lot of wood which had to be cut down and 
transported. As a result of CA's input, they were able to develop more 
environmentally friendly stoves, together with effective business and marketing 
plans to sell them locally. Further benefits have been seen within these 
communities - menfolk are now working alongside the women in the fields at 
harvest time and more girls are receiving an education by attending school. 
 

The Breaking the Barriers programme has deservedly won a Climate Coalition 
Green Heart Hero Award for overseas inspiration recognising that women are 
central to ensuring meaningful development through sustainable energy.  
 

This year, your donations associated with September's Harvest lunch realised 
£460 of which £230 will go to Christian Aid.  These funds will enable CA to carry 
on its wide ranging essential work in helping disadvantaged people across the 
world lift themselves out of poverty.  
 

Robert Higgins, CA Chair 

Shoe-Box Appeal 2019 ... 

As summer is nearly over and autumn is approaching our thoughts 
turn, albeit rather early to our annual shoe-box appeal to Blythswood. 

The headline for this years appeal "Bring a Smile This Christmas". 
Leaflets are now available in church at each door.  Please feel free to 
pick up a leaflet which has all the instructions needed to fill an average 
size shoe-box.  The boxes must be returned no later than the 
27th October so that they can reach their destinations overseas.    

If you require any further information please do get in touch 
with Marianne Jack on 660862 or Pat Graham on 01721 752205. 
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The Guild ... 

Our Guild members have been invited to join Upper Tweeddale Guild at 

their meeting on 16th October at 2.30pm in Broughton Village Hall, to 

hear Isobel Hunter talk about her visit to Patagonia.  

Our own October meeting will be held on Tuesday 22nd October at 7pm 

in Newlands Church, when we will be joined by members of the senior 

section of the BBs for an evening of getting to know each other.   We’re 

hoping that this will be a relaxed and informal time together.   Next 

session, we expect to arrange for a speaker from the Boys Brigade to 

update us on the progress of the present Project –‘Faith in Young 

People’.   So far, 180 separate Guilds have already had a presentation.   

Over £56,000 has been raised in the first year of the National Guild’s 

support, and new BB companies are starting up in Macduff, Calderbank, 

Edinburgh and Ullapool. 

Our Guild is a very small group, and we would love to welcome some 

new members.   Most of our meetings are now held in the afternoons, 

and timed to avoid clashing with other events where possible. 

Margaret Habeshaw 

The Open Gate … 

Just a reminder that The Open Gate is available every Friday afternoon 

between 2 and 5pm in Newlands Community Centre.   This is a 

counselling service which is available for any age, and is free of charge.   

Please encourage anyone you know in the community who would like 

some confidential help with an emotional or behavioural problem to 

make contact to ask for an appointment.    

Phone or text   07535 898 244 
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CoSY Café 

New Church Hall 

2.00 pm to 4.00 pm 

11th October 

25th October 

8th November 

 

Prayer Focus Group 

Old Church Hall 

9.30am to 10.00am 

2nd October 

6th November 

Baby Brunch 

Old Church Hall - Fridays  

9.30am to 12.00 noon 
 

(During school term time) 

What’s on this month ... 

House Groups  ...  

A new House Group is starting for bible study.  An initial meeting has 

been held with those expressing an interest to discuss the most 

suitable day and time.  From the discussion, it was decided to meet on 

Thursday evenings from 7.30 pm to 9.00 pm commencing on Thursday 

3rd October.  The format will be 10-15 minutes chat, 45 minutes study, 

followed by 30 minutes for tea/coffee and further chat. 

Initially we will meet in the home of Colin and Ruth Herd, Carradale, 

Deanfoot Road.  If numbers increase we split into two groups, either 

studying the same material or doing something different. 

The group is open to all.  No special biblical knowledge is required.  We 

are all ‘learners’ together.  Bring a bible - any version. 

Colin Herd  (01968 661785) 

Guid Blethers 

Guid Blethers will resume 

on 13th November 

Further details next month 
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Door Duties 

October  J Dripps Choir 

  M Jack Main 

  M Turnbull Gallery 

November A Lyon Choir 

  M Knott Main 

  R Wilson Gallery 

Welcome and Readers 

October   6th Colin Herd 

  13th Kevin Scott 

  20th Colin Herd 

  27th Helen Bruce 

November   3rd Helen Bruce 

  10th Kirsty Crick 

  17th Kirsty Crick 

  24th Oliver Hoskins 

December   1st Oliver Hoskins 

Drivers 

October Driver 1 Robert Wilson  

  01968 660121 

 Driver 2 Helen Bruce 

  01968 661603 

November Driver 1 Mary Turnbull 

  01968 661737 

 Driver 2 Daryll Green 

  01968 660415 

Services October 

 West Linton 11.15 am Carlops 10.00 am Newlands 10.00 am 

 6 Oct Murray Campbell Murray Campbell Rev Stewart McPherson 

13 Oct Rev Stewart McPherson Rev Stewart McPherson Kevin Scott 

20 Oct Rev Stewart McPherson Murray Campbell Rev Stewart McPherson 

27 Oct Rev Stewart McPherson Sheena Livingstone Rev Stewart McPherson 

3 Nov Rev Chris Levison Rev Stewart McPherson Rev Chris Levison 

Flower Donations - October 
Margaret Benington 

Flower Fund 
Anne McDiarmid 

Arranged by Nancy Porteous 

Flower Donations - November 
Neil Forsyth 

Flowers in memory of 
Mr & Mrs Adair 

Pat Graham 
The Forsyth Family 

Arranged by Sheila Forsyth 

Material for the November Magazine should be submitted to the editor 

by  Monday 21st  October 2019.  The November issue will be available on 

27th October.  

Copy to Colin Herd: email:  newsletter@standrews-westlinton.org.  Please 

include ‘Newsletter’ in the subject of your email. 


